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tive Directory and Minister of Marine; that he had forwarded
to them all the necessary papers, including those which had
been drawn up by Lewins; and that he had received from
them a very encouraging reply, and a distinct assurance that
France 'would make no peace with England, wherein the
interests of Ireland should not be fully discussed, agreeably to
the wishes of the people of that country.' He learnt also the'
important fact, that preparations were now making ia Holland
for a great expedition against England, under the command of
General Daendels and Admiral de Winter, and that its destina-
tion was likely to be Ireland. Hoche himself, accompanied by
the two Irishmen, went in.June to the Hague to assist in orga-
nising it.

It was intended, at first, to be a joint French and Dutch
expedition, but the Dutch Government placed obstacles in the
way of French co-operation, and it appears to have been ex-
tremely anxious that the new Batavian Republic should by its
unassisted efforts strike a blow which would establish its reputa-
tion throughout Europe. Hoche with great magnanimity with-
drew his claim to participate in the expedition, and it was finally
determined that it should be purely Dutch, but that it should be
speedily followed and supported by a second expedition, which was
preparing at Brest. At the end of June a powerful Dutch fleet of
twenty-five ships of the line and frigates, with transports carry-
ing nearly 14,000 soldiers, was collected at the Texel. It was
arranged that Tone should accompany it. Hoche promised to send
him his instructions for carrying on the war in La Vendee, which
appeared to the French general the exact model to be followed
in Ireland, and he expressed his belief that a French army
would reach the Irish coast in about a fortnight after the arrival
of the Dutch. In the first week of July, Tone and Lewins left
the Hague, the first proceeding to the Texel and the latter to
Paris.1

The French Government in the mean time sent a Swede of
the name of Jagerhorn to England, with instructions to proceed
to Ireland to communicate the intentions of the French Govern-
ment; to obtain an assurance that Lewins possessed the full

1 The most detailed account of all this is in Wolfe Tone's Memoirs^ ii. 409-
416.